


Damp and Mould Advice
Private Sector Accommodation in Cornwall can be particularly prone to mould. As one of the wettest counties in England, and with many properties being ~200 years old, vigilance and proper care is required to keep on top of this issue.
What is Damp?
· Damp is moisture trapped inside the home. It can cause wet patches or bubbling paint. It can also have a musty smell. Moisture is often attracted to salt deposits in older building materials.
What is Mould?
· Mould is a fungal- micro-organism that grows in large numbers in damp places. It commonly appears as black/grey spots, or white dust/fluff
Who is responsible for mould and damp?
· Tenants are responsible for preventing and cleaning mould as it arises. For instance, heating and ventilating the property, or treating mould with a fungicide.
· Tenants should inform their landlord promptly as issues arise, particularly if they result from structural issues, including rising damp or or leaking plumbing. 
· Landlords are responsible for maintaining the property and ensuring it is clean and habitable when you arrive. For instance, if the damp is caused by a plumbing issue, the landlord is responsible for fixing it.
How to prevent damp?
· Ventilate the property, especially during winter. Open windows when drying clothes, close doors to bathrooms when showering, use an extractor fan when cooking
· Heat the property. Low constant heat is best
· Clean condensation off windows and doors
· Use a tumble-dryer if you have one, or dry clothes outside
· Clean bathroom extractor fans to ensure they work effectively
· Open vents above windows
· Open bedroom windows in the mornings
Cleaning Mould
· Do not hoover mould. When disturbed it can release spores – these can cause ill health and spread the mould further in your property
· Clean mould with a fungicide to ensure it is killed effectively
· If you are concerned contact your landlord or professional cleaners. Do not put your health at risk.
Useful Resources:
damp-mould-and-condensation.pdf – Cornwall Council’s Private sector housing team’s advice for preventing damp. (Always check with your landlord before making modifications to your property)
Complaints about housing conditions including damp - Cornwall Council -If you feel your landlord is not maintaining the property to an appropriate standard you can submit a complaint to Cornwall Council



