
Generation Wild
Volunteers from the FXU (Falmouth 
and Exeter Students Union) have been 
working with pupils from Halwin primary 
school in Porkellis. In sessions with 
around 30 pupils aged between six  
and nine they have focused on reducing 
waste and recycling, and how you can 
reuse materials and looked at British 
wildlife and their habitats, with many 
games involved. The children were  
really enthusiastic, always wanting to talk 
in class and offer their opinions.  
More interactive sessions are planned 
for the future.The FXU Expedition Society raised over 

£700 for charity Mind and the South 
West Coast Path Association in a ‘Hard as 
Nails Coastal Path Charity Challenge’ in 
October. A group of 13 students walked 
21 miles, from Falmouth to Coverack, 
across hilly terrain with 830m of ascent. 
They completed the challenge in six 
and a half hours. Money raised will go 
towards maintaining and managing the 

South West Coast Path and supporting 
people with mental health issues. 

Amanda Chetwynd-Cowieson,  
FXU President Student Experience:  
“It’s always great when FXU clubs choose 
local charities to fundraise for as well 
as national groups, as it just shows how 
important the county is to us whilst we’re 
studying here.”

fxplus.ac.uk /community

Olympic gold medal winner Sally Gunnell  
officially opened the £4 million new public  
sports facility at the Penryn Campus. 

The track and field athlete, winner of the 400 metre Olympic gold medal 
in 1992, opened the centre, which improves sporting facilities for staff, 
students and the local community. As well as modern exercise spaces and 
equipment, the new centre includes the campus’ first children’s day nursery.

Sally Gunnell, the University of Exeter Wellbeing Champion, said:  
“I’m delighted to open this new facility, which will mean a real boost for 
fitness and wellbeing for staff, students and the local community. I’m 
passionate about inspiring people to get active, and having high-quality 
sports facilities on the doorstep is a fantastic incentive to exercise.”

The new centre, which is open for all to use, includes a four-court 
sports hall, available to hire for a variety of sports and events, while the 
Flexsi fitness suite offers a brand new programme of classes in the large, 
versatile studio and a spacious, 90-station gym.  
You can find out more about how you can make use of these superb 
new facilities on your doorstep at fxplus.ac.uk/sportscentre.
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Who to contact
Noise nuisance/ disturbance
publicprotection@cornwall.gov.uk
0300 1234212
www.cornwall.gov.uk (search noise nuisance)

Anti-social behaviour 
antisocialbehaviour@cornwall.gov.uk
0300 1234 232
www.cornwall.gov.uk/antisocialbehaviour

Devon and Cornwall Police 
Emergencies 999 Non-emergencies 101
including illegal, dangerous or obstructive 
parking www.devon-cornwall.police.uk

University-related community issues
community@fxplus.ac.uk
01326 255666 (24-hour voicemail, with a 
call-back 9.30 to 11.30am next working day, 
Monday to Friday.)

CommUnities Together

Notes for 
our neighbours
Spring term begins: 
Monday 2 January for Falmouth 
University and Monday 9 January for 
the University of Exeter.

Student gig nights: events running 
through until 2am at the Penryn 
Campus this term on Saturdays: 14 and 
28 January, 4, 11 and 25 February.  

During our late night events security 
staff patrol the areas surrounding 
Glasney Student Village to minimise 
noise disturbance. Call Campus Patrol 
on 01326 255875 to resolve any issues.CommUnity Spring 2017

Students from the FXU Islamic 
Society have raised over £1,000 in 
their first Charity Week, in which Islamic 
Societies from all over the world raise 
money for orphans and needy children.

Sajjad Jabarkhel, President of the 
Islamic Society: “The purpose of Charity 
Week was unity and to help those in 
need, however with such a small society, 
 

 we were not able to reach our goal, 
therefore we gave an open invitation to 
all the clubs and societies to get together 
and help. Charity Week broke many 
stereotypes and saw many different 
societies/clubs and volunteers getting 
together to make a difference. We have 
managed to raise over £1,000, which will 
go towards the building of a Paediatric 
Centre in Syria.” 

Islamic Society raises over £1,000 in Charity Week

The new building also includes Little Wonders 
Nursery, Penryn - a children’s day nursery for 
children aged 0 to 5. The nursery will benefit 
local families by offering excellent childcare  
by high quality and experienced staff.  
The nursery includes plenty of safe and secure 
outdoor space to encourage play and learning 
on our picturesque campus. The Mayor of 
Penryn, Cllr Mark Snowdon, officially opened the 
nursery and met the staff and children there.  
You can find out more at fxplus.ac.uk/nursery

L-R Mrs June Chappell and Cllr Grenville Chappell, Mayor and Mayoress of Falmouth;  Prof. Anne Carlisle, Vice Chancellor  

Falmouth University; Simon Court, Head of Sports and Recreation; Cllr Mark Snowdon, Mayor of Penryn; Sally Gunnell OBE  

DL;  Prof. Mark Goodwin, Deputy Vice Chancellor University of Exeter;  Tony Sanders CEO Falmouth Exeter Plus. 

L-R Back row Prof. Mark Goodwin, Deputy Vice Chancellor University of 
Exeter;  Cllr Mark Snowdon, Mayor of Penryn;  Peter Cox, Chief Operating 
Officer Falmouth University; David Dickinson, Director of Student Services. 
Front row staff and children from Little Wonders Nursery Penryn.

 (l-r): Arthur Goodwin, Daniel Yates, Emma 
Smith, Joe Robinson, Bradley Kent, Rowan 
Halkes, Ollie Rant, Isobel Pryce, Christophe 
Patterson, Emily Sorrell, Ella Ratcliff,  
Jake Carter in Coverack.

Pupils reuse materials in their artwork

CommUnicate
Representatives from the Universities and FXU, working with the Council’s 
Environmental Protection and Anti-Social Behaviour Teams and the Police spent  
five days in September and October visiting homes in the local community.  
Together we visited over 1000 homes, and provided residents with advice on matters 
relating to noise nuisance, anti-social behaviour, rubbish collections and fire safety.  
For the first time this year the campaign included the Penryn area to ensure the same 
messages were delivered to residents in the town. As in previous years, there was an 
overall positive response from residents. Issues that were identified included litter and 
rubbish, parking and general night time noise. The Universities, working with the above 
agencies, will be looking at the information gathered to see what initiatives can be 
considered to support in the future.

FXU Expedition Society raises  
over £700 in ‘Hard as Nails’ charity walk

Live in  
Penryn or 

Mabe? 
Save up to £48  

a year with our special 
locals sports centre 

membership

About FXU 
The Falmouth and Exeter Students’ 
Union (FXU) represents Falmouth 
University and University of Exeter 
students in Cornwall. FXU also provides 
a range of support and recreational 
opportunities for students. They have 
close links with voluntary and sporting 
organisations across Cornwall and 
are keen to develop more working 
relationships with local partners 
to enable students to participate 
in activities and make a positive 
contribution to the wider community. 
Further information about FXU 
activities can be found at  
www.fxu.org.uk. 



Cornwall Sports Partnership Awards 2016
The University of Exeter was a main sponsor of this year’s Cornwall  
Sports Partnership Awards in November. The Awards, held at  
The Headland Hotel in Newquay, saw more than 300 of Cornwall’s 
dedicated volunteers, coaches, officials, organisations and young leaders 
from over 28 different sports come together to celebrate sport in Cornwall.  
The winners of the three awards we sponsored were;
Saints Netball Club 
Junior Club of the Year
Caradon Hockey Club
Adult Club of the Year
Gyllyngvase Surf Life Saving Club
Community Club of the Year 2016. 

www.fxplus.ac.uk/events

Falmouth enters THE’s Top 30 
Falmouth University has made it into the top 30 universities in the Times Higher 
Education’s Table of Tables for the first time. The Table of Tables is decided by combining 
the results of the UK’s three main domestic university rankings and Falmouth’s inclusion 
cements its place as one of the best places to study in the country.
This year, Falmouth was also named as the UK’s top arts university  
for the third year running by the Sunday Times.

Members of the public are welcome at many of the 
events that are held on our campuses, whether 
that’s Falmouth University’s regular Guest Lecture 
Series, music or drama performances or exhibitions. 
You can find out more about Falmouth University 
events at www.falmouth.ac.uk/events

Falmouth University’s Academy  
of Music and Theatre Arts (AMATA) 
on the Penryn Campus also runs a year-round 
public programme of events. Recording studios 
and rehearsal rooms are available to hire.  
For more information visit amata.org.uk

Folk Star at Penryn 
The talented Cara Dillon plays AMATA on 
Saturday 4 February. Don’t miss out, get your 
ticket now via the website, amata.org.uk. 

Falmouth Spring Festival 
30 March to 17 April 2017
Two-week festival, sponsored by the University 
of Exeter, which includes a music festival, beach 
clean, flower show, volunteers transforming 
public spaces around the town and much more.
 

 
Open days 
University of Exeter
February Half Term Visit Days
13, 15, and 17 February. 
Visit Days will run between 1-4pm and 
will provide you with the opportunity to 
look around the campus and its facilities, 
and speak to current students as well as 
academic staff. Book your place at  
www.exeter.ac.uk/opendays

Falmouth University
Our next open day is 20 May 2017. 
Don’t worry if you can’t make it to one  
of our open days. You can still come and 
see us. We organise regular campus tours 
and taster days. Tours take place during 
term time on Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons at 1.30pm and 3.30pm,  
and on Fridays during holidays,  
run by our student ambassadors, who 
will show you around and tell you more 
about studying and living here.  
Find out more and book your place at 
www.falmouth.ac.uk/open-days

Cara Dillon, 4 February.

CommUnities Together

Harnessing wave power
The final section of a sophisticated 
wave energy device has been 
successfully installed by a collaborative 
research team from the University of 
Exeter Penryn Campus in the Bay of 
Biscay, on the northern coast of Spain. 

The new device, dubbed 
Marmok-5, uses wave power to spin 
turbines that drive an electricity 
generator, which can produce enough 
energy to run a medium sized business.

The final part for the commissioning 
of the device, a mooring load 
measurement unit that will provide a 
data link to monitor extreme conditions 
at the site, was recently installed by 
a team of experts from University of 
Exeter, Oceantec Energías Marinas and 
dive company CDA Bilbao. 

Lars Johanning, Principle 
Investigator for the project and an 
expert in Ocean Technology from the 
University of Exeter’s Penryn Campus 
said: “This collaborative European 
wave energy demonstration project 
will generate important data that 
will enable the next phase towards 
commercialisation of energy  
generation from the ocean.”

 
Financial support  
for Cornish Students

Almost half of students from 
Cornwall that began their studies at 
Falmouth University this year  
will receive one of its Cornwall  
Award bursaries. 

The funding is available for eligible 
students who need a bit of extra 
financial support to help them fulfil  
their university career.

One of Falmouth University’s 
key objectives is to increase access 
to Higher Education for people from 
Cornwall and the bursaries are part of 
the work being done to support that.
You can find out more  
about the bursaries here at  
www.falmouth.ac.uk/
student-funding

A fleet of ten, brand new double decker 
buses which will connect Falmouth, Penryn, 
Truro and Redruth was recently unveiled at 
the Penryn Campus.

As well as being a great community 
asset, the buses, which cover the U1 and U2 
routes, provide free Wi-Fi and handy USB 
charging sockets at most seats. The buses 
are lighter, more fuel efficient, quieter, and 
have increased seating capacity.  
They are also wheelchair accessible.

The University of Exeter and  
Falmouth University contribute  
a significant amount to fund the bus  
routes, using funds from the campus car 
parking charges to encourage students 
and staff to use  public transport wherever 
possible and to enhance the bus service 
to the local community.  
For more information on travel in and 
around Falmouth,  
visit www.falriver.co.uk/uni 

Universities in the newsResearch news

First cohort of maths students
September saw the very first cohort of Mathematical Sciences students start 
at the Penryn Campus. Stuart Townley, Professor of Applied Mathematics at 
the University of Exeter, said: “We are excited to welcome our first cohort of 
mathematics students on the Penryn Campus. For the first time, Higher Education 
mathematics is now offered in Cornwall. This is a fantastic opportunity for people, 
young and old, to study maths locally, and for schools, businesses and industry in 
the region to engage with such a fundamentally important subject.”

Investing in new facilities.
In addition to the recently opened sports centre and nursery (front page), the 
University of Exeter has several other significant investments underway at Penryn.  
These include; 
The Post Graduate Suite which will open to students on 9 January.
£1.2m has been invested in this new, dedicated facility, providing a high quality, 
interactive study space for Masters students and industry-led short professional 
courses. It will offer spaces for private study, small group working; seminar facilities 
and break-out spaces, supported with state of the art teaching aids.
The £10.2 million Science and Engineering Research Support Facility 
(SERSF) extension to the original £5.5m phase 1 generously supported by the EU, 
which brings business, science and engineering together. A further £10.2 million is 
now being invested in the next phase of this development - SERSF II and III. This 
will enable us to further expand our research activities in Cornwall, specifically the 
development of Applied Insect Science and Bio-logging, expansion of the University 
of Exeter Business School and the College of Engineering, Mathematics, and  
Physical Sciences.
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Sponsorship of the awards is 
part of the University of Exeter’s ethos 
of supporting sports at all levels. In 
Cornwall that also includes sponsoring 
Penryn U14 Rugby, Penryn U14 Netball 
and Falmouth U14 and U9 football. 

Professor David Hosken, University of Exeter 

Dean of Strategic Development, presents 

the Community Club of the Year award to 

Gyllyngvase Surf Life Saving Club

Celebrating the new blue buses on the Penryn Campus 

The FXU surf club, Fal Surf, stormed 
the Newquay waves to win the Men’s 
Champion and Men’s Team Champions 
titles against national university and 
college teams at the annual British 
Universities and Colleges Sports  
(BUCS) Surf competition. 

Hayley Curtis, FXU Sports 
Manager: “BUCS Surf is always an 
absolute highlight for FXU and not least 
because Fal Surf always do us proud! 
It’s great to see other university teams 
coming down to Cornwall and seeing 
what we have to offer.”  
FXU is home to 50 different sports clubs, 
many competing with great success.
Kernow Ultimate Frisbee, the FXU Frisbee 
team, came third at the BUCS Indoor 
Regionals and will now be heading 
to Nationals for the first time. FXU’s 
Quidditch team, Falmouth Falcons, also 
had cause for celebration, having won  
the lower bracket of the Southern Cup in 
a final against Exeter. They now qualify for 
the British Quidditch Cup in March.

FXU Surf Club Triumphs 

S.E.R.S.F  Phase 3 S.E.R.S.F  Phase 2 S.E.R.S.F  Phase 1

New bus fleet launched on campus route

Investment in Falmouth 
campus

The Falmouth Campus at 
Woodlane is the home of art and 
design at Falmouth University.

This year, the University has 
invested £2.5m in a major project  
to transform the space at the centre  
of the campus; improving the quality  
of its teaching facilities and studio  
spaces, as well as providing a beautiful 
new inner courtyard of the Fox 
buildings, thereby creating a flexible 
multi use space.

Joseph Prow, 
 BUCS Men’s Champion


